
Walter Hagen
1892 - 1969

 “Walter Hagen was golf's greatest showman, a �amboyant, 
princely romantic who captivated the public and his peers 
with sheer panache. He was ‘Sir Walter, ’ and ‘The Haig.’ Such 
is his legacy as the most colorful character the game has 
ever seen that it often overshadows what a supreme player 
he was.”

Quoted from:  http://www.worldgolfhallo�ame.org

�e house in front of you is the house in which he was born and raised.

Walter Hagen was a famous personality from the 
1900 - 1930 era. His father, William, had built a house 
on Glen Road beside 
Allens Creek to be near 
his work as a greenskeeper 
at the Country Club of 
Rochester. Walter’s father 
had also worked as a 
blacksmith.

 As a caddy at CCR, starting about 1910, Walter had 
practiced with the pros and knew he was good but few 
others did.
 
In 1913 he approached CCR with the request that he 
go to Brookline, Mass. to compete in the U.S. Open 
Championship. �ey practically laughed in his face. A 
caddy is supposed to clean clubs, not swing them.   
Nevertheless they granted his request. Although he was 
regarded in Brookline as a “nobody from Rochester,” 
and treated shabbily by the other players, he amazed 
them all and placed fourth. Walter then entered the 
U.S. Open in Chicago in 1914 and won it. He thus 
began a virtually undisputed 20-year reign over 
professional golf. He won every major tournament in 
the US and abroad year after year – a record that has 
never been broken.

[paraphrased from William Hosley’s Special Places]

from:  http://www.walterhagenhome.org/   Modi�ed with permission 

“Hagen played semi-professional baseball 
in Rochester, then tried out in Florida 
spring training with the Phillies. ‘Why not 
give up that sissy pastime and take up a 
real 'man's' game, ’ the Philadelphia 
manager goaded Hagen. Ernest WIllard, 
publisher of the Democrat & Chronicle, got 
wind of this and countered: ‘Don't leave 
golf. You're a champ. ’  Willard then 
sponsored Hagen as a participant in the 
1914 U. S. Open in Chicago.”

“The �amboyant master of the most frustrating game ever invented 
starred on the fairways of �ve continents with majestic dignity for a 
quarter of a century. ‘The Haig’ possessed princely charm, ready wit, 
and sartorial elegance.”   

“But no photographer was he. The Eastman Kodak Co. once provided 
him with free camera equipment for an overseas tour. Hagen pro-
ceeded to consume 4,600 ft. of �lm without getting one recognizable 
exposure.”

Elizabeth Brayer  “The Fabulous Walter Hagen – Brighton Golfer”       
Historic Brighton News Vol. 2 no.1 winter 2001

— Elizabeth Brayer  “The Fabulous Walter Hagen – Brighton Golfer”    Historic Brighton 2001

“Hagen attended the U. S. Open at Oak Hill 
in 1956 and until a few years before his 
death in 1969 made annual visits to renew old acquaintances.”
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