Glen Road resident LeRoy Beers was an early advocate of

making the Corbett’s Glen area into a park.

In 1926 the LLeRoy Beers family purchased the Hagen home from
the Hagen family. The Beers family had lived in the nineteenth
ward in Rochester and wanted land

to work with. This property nicely
filled the need.

L.eRoy, in the water pump business
and an inveterate tinkerer, proceeded
to improve the property — making a
portion of it into an informal
children’s park. "Ellenbrook” is the
name they gave to the park, after his
wite Clara Ellen and his daughter
Ellen. His daughter, granddaughter,

and great-granddaughter still live on
Glen Road.

Water wheel which Leroy F. Beers has built on his property
to put Allen's Creek to work., The wheel supplies power
enough to pump 500 gallons of water a day.
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Rochester Business Man Exercises His Engineering

Hobby by Harnessing Allen’s Creek for Duty, and
Embellishment of His Brighton Home Grounds

T

No doubt, a clear vision came to
mind when Mr. Beers first saw the
place. These photos tell the story. He
was in his element.

Woter pumps and
problems happen to be the bus-| espt in the winter iime.

iness of Leroy F. Beers, Rochesisr| The wheel is between the creek
business man who makes his home | bank and a 30-foot dam which |
in Corbeit’s Glen Foad. provides water pressure to operate
the appllance. For the last few |
days Mr. Beors haz had the dam |
cpen to lower the poal, but other-|
wize the wheel functions daily |

irrigation 350-gallon tank full of water, ex-

They're also his hobby, and an
the grounds surrounding Mr,
Beer's home, through which Al
len's Creak winds [ts meandering
way., may be found two fountalns, |
|a large pool and dam, and, centor-
| piece of all, a water wheel which
really pumps water and Keeps twa
!f-nunlairm running as long ns
|111r:r¢'1 any current In the creek.

Keeps Two Fountains Playing |
Below the pool 82 a fountain {lp—!
eraled by the wheel, and below {hat |
A second fountain, aperated by the
waler droapping from  the first,
Standing near them, one hears the
Entirely Home Built mu.ﬁ-!tnlﬂnp]ush af waters continu-

Mr. Beers’ waler wheel s his | ously ascending In = graceful
particular pride. There's not an- | stream, and then Jazily spraying
|other lke. It in the county, he|down, And the water wheel has

In 1954 Mr. Beers proposed a

similar vision for the Corbett
property. The Corbetts had ceased
farming by 1945 and family energy to run the picnic grounds

business was diminishing.

Mr. Beers’s vision is spelled out in the letter presented here. In the
meantime, until Corbett’s Glen could be made a park, “Ellenbrook”
helped to meet the outdoor recreational needs of the children of the
dred:

LeRoy Beers — a happy man at play. The water wheel drove an electric generator and
mechanically pumped water to an above-ground tank on the hill above the garden.
The gravity-fed system was used for irrigation and two decorative fountains. One
was in the garden and one in a goldfish pond on the lower level.
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Map of a 1954 proposal to make the glen and downstream Allens Creek valley into a
county park.

A NEW COUNTY PARK? .

].ﬂjmhllﬂﬂfﬂblmmlhﬂkilmﬂﬂﬂfhr (1) park, wsing the mwmllay
of Allen's Creek?

Beglnning at Corbett's Glen, Just sast of the main line of the N.Y. Central R.E.,
Allsn's Creek flows down and joins Irondequoit Creek. This junction of the tvo cresks
is about two miles south of Ellison Park, and in the walley wveat of Penfield. When we
say Allesn's Creek flows down, we mean down, for in a miles of distance 1t drops 75 ft.
This spectacular drop of a stream of this slze makes a scenic featurs vhich many think
should be better mowm to residents of Monrce County. Not only does the water really
drop T5 feet in a series of cascades and rapids, but the south bank rises steeply for
fully 100 feet. The creek and the tenks maks a wildwood study vhich no other county
parks bAYS .

Is theres any need of such a park?

In this section of Brighton nearsst this spot thers is no park and scarcely a
playground . All public parks are fillsd to capacity on pleasant days. DBrighton #1
has a playground and a ewimming pool, but that is two milsa from the East Avenus
section and Allen Creek school (#6), and farthsr from Indian Landing School (#7), and
ne bus line ie available. Moreover the tarritories around these schools are filled
vith youngeters needing playgrounds and a swvimming pool. The wacant lota which once
sade good playgrounds are almost completely fillsd with homes. Soon the Thruway
Connection will pasm through this populatad area This highway will remove the play
space provided by the old R.S. and E. trolley iine. Further, this nev highmy will
cut off part of the now already too small grouni - of #6 school. This park and play-
ground space i1s needed and it is near by.

This Allen Cresk wallay can ba approachsd at pressnt only by ths interesting but
narrov and rather impractical Glsn Road. This Glen Road approach is a’one-way, N.Y.
Central owned and maintained tunnel lane that abares this 40 £t. culvert with the
bravling Allen Creek itself. Howsver thers ars ssveral other roads leading off from
Penfisld Road that can bte extended down into this arsa.

Doss this stream flow all year roundl

— Yes, this year 1954 has had a rather dry oummesr and at its dryest the flow of
vater was some 1500 to 2000 gallons per minuts. The wvater of this stream vould make
unimlngpuﬂlulrtnuintnmtﬂrthﬂmluplmtrufhum flow, and & simzle
clarifying and chlerination would do ths Job. Alse for skating there wvould be an
essy and inexpensive installation. For many years the “vide-vaters” has been the
nearsst place to skate, btut the skaters have besn so numercus the lce Was always cut
up and rough, and the flooding was expensive and troublesome. At this Allen Creek
location, with azple water availabls it would need only a diversion to quickly and
cheaply flood the ice for a new surface.
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A view of the garden fountain driven by the water wheel in the
creek. The water pump was also used to irrigate the gardens.

What ebout supervieion? Who would pay?

Every playground needs supervision to make 1t fully useful. There are always
gasentlnl expenses and the park itself could possibly be & gift. HMany citles would
apend many thousands of dollars to securs what Naturs has provided here. The popu-
lation of Rochestar and Monroes County hos been growing rapidly and eapecially in thie
area. Such a unique setting ms is awallable here could be developed into a park of
vhich the community and the whols County could well be proud.

How beet can the near-by communities and the county itself proparly promots
this project?

L. F. Baars
66 Glan Road
Hocheater, Nev Tork

Signed,

®
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The proposal for a park in the Allens Creek valley submitted by
LeRoy Beers in 1954 to various county officials. His son, Robert L.
Beers, Lt. Colonel, USAF (Retired), re-submitted the proposal in
1994,
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http://www.corbettsglen.org



